[Medico-legal autopsies in Berlin from 1999 to 2003].
This paper presents statistical data on medico-legal autopsies at the three Berlin institutes from 1999 to 2003. With an autopsy frequency of 6.5% in 1999, Berlin was ranking at the top in Germany. The relatively high autopsy rate--compared to other German institutes--led to a higher share of women, a higher mean age of the examined bodies and a higher percentage of cases of natural death. In accordance with studies from other major cities, there were more cases with an unknown cause of death and a higher number of drug victims than in rural areas. The negative consequences of a far too low autopsy rate in Germany regarding legal certainty, the quality of medical care and the validity of the statistics of causes of death are discussed in connection with possible measures to increase the frequency of autopsies.